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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is form PTO-1449 listing seventeen (17) references, all of which were 
previously disclosed to or cited by the Patent and Trademark Office in the prosecution of U.S. 
patent application Serial No. 09/685,273, filed October 9, 2000, and patent application Serial No. 
08/996,525 filed December 23, 1997, which issued on December 5, 2000 as U.S. Patent No. 
6,157,988, which is the parent of the continuation application, and is relied upon for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S. C. 120. Copies of these references are not submitted pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h), Applicant makes no representation that a search 



has been made or that the information cited is considered to be material to patentability. 



Additionally, inclusion on this list is not an admission that any of the cited documents are prior 



art in this application. Further, Applicant makes no representation regarding the completeness of 



this list or that better art does not exist. 



Respectfully submitted, 
GAZDZfNSKI & ASSOCIATES 



Robert F. Gazdzinski, Esq. 
Registration No. 39,990 
Attorney of Record 

1 1440 West Bernardo Court, Suite 375 
San Diego, C A 92127 
Telephone No. (858) 675-1670 
Facsimile No. (858)675-1674 



Dated: September 25, 2003 




SHEET 1 OF 1 



FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT Or OUMMEKUE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


ArrLIUAl IUN NU. 


PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 








SEARCHP.007C2 


To be assigned 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 






BY APPLICANT 


APPLICANT 










Eric M. Dowling 




(USE SEVERAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY) 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 




Herewith 


Unknown 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
(IF APPROPRIATE) 




1 


3,949,379 


U4/U0//O 


Doll 

ban 










2 


4,926,323 


uo/io/yu 


Baror, et al. 










3 


a ciA i con 
4,942, 02U 


n7/i 7/on 

u//i # /yu 


Langendorf 










4 


4,984,154 


01/08/91 


Hanatani, et al. 










5 


4,yy i ,uou 




CITliIld, 61 91. 










0 


O, I 00,050 




RpokvA/ith pt 

DtJUISWIlll, CI al. 










7 


5,226,130 


07/06/93 


Favor, et al. 










8 


5,265,213 


11/23/93 


Weiser, et al. 










g 


5,283,873 


02/01/94 


Steely, Jr., etal. 










10 


5,454,117 


09/26/95 


Puziol, et al. 










11 


5,469,552 


11/21/95 


Suzuki, et al. 










12 


5,506,976 


04/09/96 


Jaggar 










13 


5,604,909 


02/18/97 


Joshi 










14 


5,734,881 


03/31/98 


White, et al. 










15 


5,740,417 


04/14/98 


Kennedy, et al. 










16 


5,740,418 


04/14/98 


Hara 










17 


6,157,988 


12/05/00 


Eric M. Dowling 










FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 
NONE 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 





















EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (INCLUDING AUTHOR, TITLE, DATE, PERTINENT PAGES, ETC.) 



















EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



"EXAMINER: INITIAL IF CITATION CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP 609; DRAW LINE THROUGH CITATION IF NOT 
IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED, INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 



